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would be convenient to have the houses and lamps numbered... .* (C.J. 13 March 1776.)
(114) In the City the Commissioners of Sewers managed the paving operations, in
other districts friction sometimes arose between the two sets of commissioners. Some Acts
made specific provision for sewer-making, e.g. that for St Sepulchre's (12 Geo. HI. c. 68)
provided for making sewers in St John's Street and Cow Cross, a particularly unsavoury
neighbourhood.
One Totton claimed to have invented the deep barrelled sewers used by the City in the
works carried out in connexion with re-paving. Kis account of the state of London before
the draining improvements that accompanied the new paving is interesting:
'Before 1766 your petitioner well remembers every person in Spital Square in the
Liberty of Norton Falgate greatly inconvenienced by the springs in the liberty, insomuch
that in his late father's house there die water ... used to be three or four feet deep in the
cellars; and the servants used to punt themselves along in a washing tub from the cellar-
stairs to the beer-barrels to draw beer daily....
'That this was the method which the chief of the inhabitants in the liberty also pursued
to get at anything in their cellars, at the same time living in the stench of bilge-water,
which rendered their situation .. . very prejudicial to their healths.
*And this was also the case with many of the inhabitants of Bishopsgate Street, and...
with many inhabitants throughout the City... from himself being on his occasional returns
to his house early and late, nearly suffocated with the stench of water, pumping or pailing
up, in almost every street, from the cellars therein/ He claims that his object in proposing
a new form of sewer had been 'the consideration of the distresses and inconveniences of
the inhabitants of those places and also of Long Alley, where I was an eye witness to the
water being up to the bedsteads on which they lay, many of them with their children in
sickness, want and the utmost misery....' (Steven Totton, A Humble Representation..,,
J795-)
(115) Pugh, Life afffanway, p. 139.
(n<5) W. Wales, Inquiry into the present State of the Population... 1781, p. 18.
(117)	cf. a presentment of the Grand Jury of the City of London to the Sessions of
October 1721 (when the plague was raging at Marseilles) *. . . that this Court would
enjoyne the constables and watchmen, who must needs be sensible of the great quantities
of soil cast into the streets in the night time when the inhabitants shut up their houses, to
detect such persons and bring them to justice. And also all such who sweep the soil and
dirt of their shops and houses into the streets, lanes and passages . . . leaving it there,
whereby the passengers are much annoyed in their affairs.' (Sessions Papers')
It is significant of rising standards that Marylebone in 1755 obtained a local Act in
which there was a clause forbidding night-soil to be thrown in or near the streets; in 1770
this was changed to * within half a mile of the streets*, a very usual clause in Paving Acts.
 (118)	Letter to the Duke of Newcastle, 18 February 1754. S. P. Dom. Geo. II. Bundle
153.
 (119)	Middlesex Rzccrds, Sessions Book., October 1745.
 (120)	As in Middlesex, lighting responsibility was divided between contributors to
public lights and those who hung out lights themselves, but in the City the 'contractors
were annually obliged to pay the City ... £600 for the liberty of lighting the same,...
Besides the contractors were only to receive six shillings per annum of every householder
who paid to the poor, of such whose houses exceeded the rent of £10 per annum, and of
those who put out no lights....' (Maitland, History of London^ 175(3,1, pp. 521 and 565.)
 (121)	Archenholtz, op. ciL, p* 131.
 (122)	J. Richardson, Recollections, 1856, i, p. 31.

